






Air Pouch DO NOT TYPE IN THIS S ACE 
Ve fe ee “/p “pss 9 


PRIORITY — ecurity Classification 


FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 












REF Embassy Desptch 130,/ January 3, 1957. by De tap scus-l 


XP 786 a. £5 . 
FROM : Amembassy JIDDA a. oe arcw a Bs 
DESP. NO. DS ba. SP Rea J 3 on 

Lae | 
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. — July 4, 1957 2 SUD 
Oe, tB 17-345 ae wee Vite. FO" S 


15 





Lo | 

whe Det / [ALE Uns A- he 
= 

————t oO Bk F ui 
Appointment of Prince Khalid Ibn 3S 13 os 
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| King SAUD has further tightened his grip on the defense-¢gstablishment by 
appointing his sixth ranking son, Prince KHALID IBN SAUD as/Commander of the 
National Guard. The appointment was confirmed by Royal Dé&cree No. 5=2=35-2428 
dated June 25, 1957 which was published in the June 27 issue of Al Bilad al- 
Saudiyah. According to the decree, Prince Khalid replaces Shai 
Tatsat al Farhan. An English translation of the decree is attached. 


SaTIz 
INDE 


q 


The siete Guard, also known as the "White Army" or the bien 
(crusaders), is a vestige of the famed Ikhwan army of religious zealots which 
helped the late King Abdul Aziz consolidate his control over what is now 
Saudi Arabia. According to H. St. John Philby in his book Sa'udi Arabia 
this army "was never actually disbanded, though it was consigned to decent 
retirement until in recent years it has been nominally resuscitated as a 
camel corps, known as Al Jihad and incorporating the levies which the towns, 
villages and districts of Nejd are still under legal obligation to supply to 
the Government at need." Still composed largely of tribesmen. from the Nejd 
and to a much lesser extent from the Hejaz, the National Guard is now, according 
to our MAAG, a highly mobile, lightly armed force used primarily for internal 
security and the protection of the King. In fact, it is generally considered 
as the King's private army. MAAG estimates its strength at approximately six- 
teen thousand men on active duty and another thirty two on inactive status. The 
total strength is at present approximately three times that of the regular army 
which, however, is considered by MAAG to be superior in thaining and equipment. 
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Little is known about Prince Khalid other than that he is around twenty-two 
and has had scant, if any, military training. His principal qualification 
appears to be that he is a royal prince. His appointment means that the Ministry 
of Defense, the Royal Guard and the National Guard are now in the hands of the 
King's sonse Prince FAHD IBN SAUD is Minister of Defense; Prince MUSA'ID IBN 


SAUD is Commander of the Royal Guard; and now Prince Khalid is Commander of the 
National Guarde 
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Prince Khalid's appointment also coincides with recently approved plans for 
using the National Guard for the following tasks which were previously done by 
the army: 

(1) Guarding the Tapline; 


(2) Guarding warehouses and palaces in the Damma Riyadh, al Kharj, Taif 
and Jidda area; 


(3) Providing labor details at Dammam, al Kharj, Taif and other areas; 
(4) Augmenting civil police forces at numerous locations; and, 


(5) Replacing at least part of the Regular Army in the Akaba, Haql-Tabuk 
Triangle. 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR: 
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Robert B. Houghton 


j —_—_ Second Secretary of Embassy 
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Translation of Royal Decree No. 5=2-35=2428. 
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Al-Bilad al-Saudiyah No. 2486 
Wednesday, June 26, 1957 
ROYAL DECREE NO. 5/2/35/2428 

of 


June 25, 1957 


The Directorate General of Broadcasting, Press and Publication 
announces the following Royal Decree: 


We, Saud bin 'Abd al-'Aziz, 

Depending on Almighty God and as a result of the resignation 
of 'Abd Allah al-Faysal al-Farhan, the Commander of the National 
Guard, we order the following: 


1. Son Khalid bin Saud is to be appointed Commander of the 
National Guard. 


2e All concerned circles are to execute this, our order, 
each within his own jurisdiction. 


Royal Signature 


SAUD 


Translation by Ali Oteibi 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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EL PASO,TEXAS 
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Department of State ee 
Washington, D. C. ie” el 
| Re: Abdulla Suliman Saif, a 
member of the Armed Forces 


of Saudi Arabia, Building av 

500A, Allied Schools, Fort . 

Bliss, Texas. +p 
mi Gentlemen: Srv 


\ i Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter 

Nor? of even date, addressed to the Saudi Arabian Em- 
bassy in Washington, D. C., together with a copy 
of the exhibit enclosed therein. 
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; Please advise me if you can be of as- 
sistance in securing the cooperation of the Saudi 
Arabian Embassy in the prompt settlement of this 
matter. 


aA 


Respectfully yours, 


Sz 


Leo Jaffe 
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BASSETT TOWER 


EL PASO,TEXAS 


January 23, 1958 


Saudi Arabian Fmbassy 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: Abdulla Suliman Saif 
Dear Mr. Ambassador: 


Abdulla Suliman Saif, a member of the Armed Forces of 
Saudi Arabia, who is stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas, at Building 
500A, Allied Schools, and whose commanding officer is Lt. 
Simonauez, has been sued for the sum of $386.31, by reason of 
his having negligently driven an automobile, without a license, 
and caused an accident; a copy of the plaintiff's petition in 
this suit is herewith enclosed. 


I represent Mr. Fred Spite, who is also a defendant in 
this suit. According to Mr. Spite, Mr. Saif was interested in 
purchasing an automobile belonging to Mr. Spite, and asked for 
permission to test drive the vehicle. Mr. Spite permitted Mr. 
Saif to do this, and did not know at the time that Mr. Saif had 
no driver's license,and, of course, did not contemplate that Mr. 
Saif would drive negligently and cause a collision. As you know, 
Mr. Saif is responsible for the damages which he has caused. 


My client, Mr. Spite, advises me that he has communicat- 
ed with Lt. Simonauez, Saif's Commanding Officer, and the suggest- 
ion was made that Saif be imprisoned, so that his government could 
be called upon to pay the damages and the fine. This would seem 
to be a harsh and expensive way of handling the matter, and I an, 
therefore, writing you to ascertain if, through the proper channels, 
payment cannot be made on behalf of Saif by his government. Since 
Saif and other members of the Armed Forces are here at the invita- 
tion of the United States government, to attend a special training 
school, I presume that your government is interested in taking 
care of a matter of this kind. 


I would greatly appreciate your instituting the necess- 
ary procedure which will bring about a proper settlement of this 
controversy. 

Awaiting your reply, I an, 


Respectfully yours, 


Leo Jaffe 
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IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW NUMBER TWO 
EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS 


YELLOW CAB COMPANY, INCORPORATED, 
OF EL PASO, TEXAS, 


PLAINTIFF 
vs. NO. 18, 102 


ABDULLA SULIMAN SAIF and FRED SPITE, 


Ne Oe ee Se le 


DEFENDANTS 


PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO SAID HONORABLE COURT: 

Now comes YELLOW CAB COMPANY, INC., OF EL PASO, TEXAS, 
a Texas corporation, Plaintiff, complaining of ABDULLA SULIMAN 
SAIF and FRED SPITE, Defendants, and for cause of action 
respectfully shows the Court the following: 

I 

Plaintiff is a Texas corporation, doing business in and 
having its principal place of business in El Paso County, Texas; 
Defendant SAIF now resides in El Paso County, Texas, care of 
the Arabian Unit, Fort Bliss, Texas; Defendant SPITE is a 
resident of El Paso County, Texas (1707 North Mesa Avenue, 
El Paso). 

II 

On or about October 16, 1957, at about 7:00 p.m., ORVIL 
C. ASHE, an employee of Plaintiff acting within the scope of 
his employment, was driving a 1957 Dodge sedan owned by 
Plaintiff, west on Paisano Drive inithe City of El Paso, El 
Paso County, Texas; Driver ASE was in the inside lane, and 
it was necessary for him to slow and stop his automobile at 
a point approximately 119 feet east of Florence Street for 
traffic turning at Florence Street; as Driver ASHE was 
slowing to stop, Defendant SAIF,-driving a 1952 Ford automobile 


belonging to FRED SPITE, while proceeding in the same direction 


and in the same lane of traffic as Driver ASHE, negligently 
followed Driver ASHE'S vehicle too closely and negligently 
failed to keep a : eee and by such negligence Defendant 
SAIF Gatused said Ford automobile to collide with the rear of 
Plaintirf's automobile and caused Plaintiff to sustain the 
damages hereafter alleged. 
I1Il 

On the occasion in question, Defendant SAIF was driving 
the automobile belonging to Defendant SPITE with the knowledge 
and permission of Defendant SPITE; further, that Defendant 
SPITE knew, or by the exercise of ordinary care and prudence 
could have and should have known, that said Defendant SAIF 
did not have a driver's license; that Defendant SPITE was 
negligent in permitting Defendant SAIF to drive the automobile 
knowing that Defendant SAIF did not have a driver's license, 
or without ascertaining whether or not Defendant SAIF had a 
driver's license; that Defendant SAIF while in possession 
under such permission drove the automobile negligently, and 
that such negligence on the part of Defendant SAIF caused 
the collision and the injuries and damage sustained by 
Plaintiff. 

IV 

As a result of said collision Plaintiff's automobile 
was damaged, and the expense incurred by Plaintiff in the 
repair of said automobile was a necessary and reasonable 
expense in El Paso County, Texas, further, as a result of 
said collision, Plaintiff was deprived of the use of its 
automobile during the necessary and reasonable period of 
time required for the repair of said automobile; therefore, 
as a result of said damage and said loss of use, Plaintiff's 
loss has been in the total of $386.31. 


WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that Defendants be cited 


-2- 


to answer herein, and that upon final hearing Plaintiff re- 
cover its damages in the total sum of $386.31, its costs of 
court, and have general relief. 

KEMP, SMITH, BROWN, GOGGIN & WHITE 


1500 First National Building 
El Paso, Texas 


By /s/ Joseph P. Hammond 


oseph P. Hammond 
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H Following is furnished for your information and necessary action. (y 
P Adham Bakry called at this office today to register a complaint 
IRC for treatment being accorded his son Abdul Wahid Bakry. His - 
son is a member of the Royal Sazmi Air Force and-is currently ™ 
a student undergoing pilot training at Spence Air Force Base, - 
Moutrie, Georgia, Abdul wrote his father that he was being Ww 
discriminated against because of his color. His letter made O 
specific mention of not being allowed to solo after sufficient ¢ 
instruction and not being allowed a haircut at the base 00 
barber shop. He understands the color line off base but does 
not understand the on base discrimination. His father, an 
influential, well educated Saudi, is worried that he might quit 7 
his training and return to Saudi Arabia. Also, his brother Oo 
is a US A.F.Z.I. school Lieutenant in the RSAF and presently 
stationed in Jidda. 
The Embassy wishes emphasize potential harmful effects such 
report if circulated by relatives here. 
Further information follows by mail. i 
SMITH 
LAS/7 3 


Note: Passed AFCIN 144; COMDR SPENCE AFB; COMDR ATC 8/21/58 KW 
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In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it 15s 








restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific: record group restriction statements which are 


available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


Security-Classified Information 


[ ] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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